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Dear Sir or Madam

On July 1, 1998, the provisions of the International Safety
Managenment (1SM Code will enter into force for certain passenger
vessel s, tank ships, and bulk carriers. At that tine, the
owners, or other conpanies responsible for the ship’'s operation,
wll be required to have inplenented a safety managenent system
on board their ships that have been certified by their flag

Adm ni stration or an organi zation authorized to act on their
behal f. Evidence of conpliance with the I SM Code will be in the
formof a Docunent of Conpliance (DOC) issued to the conpany
responsible for the ship’s operation and a Safety Managenent
Certificate (SMC) certifying that the conpany’ s safety managenent
system has been properly inplenented on board. To devel op,

i npl emrent and certify a safety nmanagenent systemis an extensive
and tinme-consum ng process, estimted to take anywhere from

twel ve to ei ghteen nonths.

On (date) your ship was subject to a Port State
Control (PSC) exam nation which included a check for conpliance
with the | SM Code. At that time, it was observed that the ship
had not yet achieved the necessary certification to indicate
conpliance with the | SM Code. Although no enforcenent action
will be taken at this tinme, | nust urge you and your conpany to
take all inmediate steps necessary to achi eve conpliance by the
July 1, 1998, deadli ne.

In addition, I will take this opportunity to informyou that if
your vessel attenpts to enter a U. S. port after July 1, 1998,
W t hout being in conpliance with the ISM Code, it wll be denied

entry and banned fromall U S. ports. |If the vessel is found in
port wi thout being in conpliance, it will be detained and
prohi bited from conducting cargo/ passenger operations. In

addition, civil penalty action will be initiated agai nst your
vessel and your flag Admnistration notified. Upon conpletion of
a thorough PSC exam nation to attest to the vessel’ s materi al
condition, it will be ordered to | eave port, wthout |oading or
unl oadi ng of cargo/ passengers, and banned fromfurther U S. port
calls until evidence of conpliance wwth the |1 SM Code is received
by the U S. Coast Guard.



Your ship’'s present |ack of |ISM Code certification wll be
entered into the U S. Coast Guard s conputer database and shared
with other PSC authorities. |If you have any questions regarding
the U S. Coast CGuard’s enforcenent policy for the | SM Code, you
may contact the U S. Coast Guard’'s O fice of Conpliance (G MX)
at :

Commandant (G MOC)
2100 Second Street, SW
Washi ngt on, DC 20593

Tel ephone: (202) 267-1464
Fax: (202) 267-4394/ 0506

Si ncerely,

F.M LAST NAMVE
Rank, U.S. Coast Quard
OCM / COTP



